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which the five most notable were the Metropolitan Water
Board, the Port of London Authority, the Central Electricity
Board, the British Broadcasting Corporation, and the London
Passenger Transport Board.
THE METROPOLITAN WATER BOARD
The Metropolitan Water Board was established in 1902
to take over and manage the undertakings of eight water com-
panies in the London area. Responsibility for the provision of
water in the metropolitan area was placed in the hands of the
Board, which today consists of sixty-six part-time members
who are the elected representatives of the various Local Au-
thorities within the Board's area of operation. The Chairman
and Vice-Chairman are elected by the Board either from
among the members of the Board or from experienced persons
not already on the Board, and they may be paid salaries. Re-
election of the whole Board takes place every three years.
The form of public authority to be adopted was the sub-
ject of much controversy. The Conservative Government's
proposal to create a new body was regarded by the Liberal
Members of Parliament as a deliberate attempt to flout the
London County Council (see page 242), on which the Con-
servatives were in a minority. Of all those who took part in
the long and acrimonious debates on the London Water Bill,
only H. H. Asquith dealt in a dispassionate manner with what
he called "the obvious and elementary conditions on which
such an authority should be constituted."
It ought to be either from its own constitution or from its
powers of delegation to Committees, moderate in numbers
and manageable in size. It ought to be, so far as you can
make it, homogeneous as possible in its composition. It
ought to be framed upon the precedent which our legisla-
tive and administrative experience in other parts of the
country have shown to be successful. And it ought to